April 21, 2024 Fourth Sunday of Easter

Faith

Lutheran Church
of Rotonda West

Listening e Caring e Serving




WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

GATHERING

Prelude Wondrous Love
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

P Alleluia! Christ is Risen! C Christ is Risen, indeed! Alleluia!

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, by whose hand and word we are
given new life. C  Amen!
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THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness




O O

C

Silence is kept for reflection.

Together we pray,

Faithful and just God, we confess that we are captive to doubt
and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. We have not
loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. Forgive
us, God of mercy. Let your Holy Spirit work in us to change our
lives and make us new, that we may know the abundant life given
in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

This is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent the
Son to atone for our sins. In the name of + Jesus Christ, | announce
to you that your sins are forgiven. Let the perfect love of God cast
out fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you to live for others.

Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

| KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Together we pray,

C O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and
guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and
we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Acts 4:5-12
°The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem,
with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who
were of the high-priestly family. "When they had made the prisoners stand
in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do
this?” “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the
people and elders, °if we are questioned today because of a good deed
done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been
healed, “let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that
this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. *'This
Jesus is

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’

““There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven

given among mortals by which we must be saved.”
L The word of God. C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 John 3:16-24
We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and
we ought to lay down our lives for one another. *'How does God’s love
abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in
need and yet refuses help?

®Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and
action. “*?And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will
reassure our hearts before him ““whenever our hearts condemn us; for God
is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. *'Beloved, if our



hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; ““and we receive
from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do
what pleases him.

2And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of
his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
*“All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them.
And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given
us.

L The word of God. C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL John 10:11-18

C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep. *“The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs
away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. **The hired hand
runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. **I am the
good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, °just as the Father
knows me and | know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. *°l



have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. | must bring them also,
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
Y"For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life in order
to take it up again. **No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again. |
have received this command from my Father.”

P The Gospel of our Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Armen
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
HYMN The King of Love ELW 502
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

A Together we confess our faith,

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us
pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news.
each petition concludes...

God of grace,

hear our prayer.
P Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected
and living Lord.
C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING
In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering

OFFERTORY HYMN ELW 884
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give
thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread
reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us
out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.



After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and
regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here. For
those not communing, please keep your hands folded and you will receive a
blessing. Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available at communion.
If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the server. If you are unable to come to
the altar rail and would like to receive communion in your seat, please notify an
usher.

after all have communed

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

C Amen.

A Together we pray,

C Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With
your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life
together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

P The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by the

power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. C Amen.
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DISMISSAL

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christis risen indeed. Alleluial

P Go in peace. Serve the Risen One!
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude




Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Sunday School
You are invited to join our Sunday School after worship today
(10:30). Meet in the doublewide to study the book Just Like Jesus
by Max Lucado.

You Are Invited
We will have a celebration of faith and life for Verna Newlon here
on Saturday, May 18, 11:00 am. All are welcome.

Thank You
John and Linda Schleede send thanks for all the cards, calls and
prayers as they were dealing with some recent health issues. It
was appreciated.

Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs peanut butter. All
donations should be placed in the bin in the narthex.

WE PRAY FOR...

Lou Taylor Shirley Rice Tom Jackling
Linda Schleede Nancy Smith Bruce Grosvenor
Terry Flincheaueh Sandy Cox Toni Newton
Marcia Wilkins

Attendance Last Week:

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Gloria Marsh
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Ruthie Rohrbach
Ushers: Mary Lou Fitzgerald, Jeff Kamm, Bobbie
Neilson



THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every week day morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 7:30 am Work Crew

9:00 am Lutheran Chicks

11:30 am Chimes

5:00 pm Girl Scouts
Wednesday 3:00 pm Bible Study

Your Church Council
Jeff Kamm (President), Larry Bennett (Vice President), Sandy Cox
(Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Jim Taylor, Jeff Petersen,
Gene Newlon, Jay Fisher and Sue Baran.

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133
Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi  Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am — Noon (M-F)
PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 —1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT




